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As we are approaching the end of 2020, the holiday season looks a bit different this year.  Some of our 
regular routines and holiday traditions may pose risks for the older and medically vulnerable members of our 
community, whether family, friends, or strangers.  The current surge in COVID-19 cases has lead our local 
health officials, the State and the CDC to issue guidance, recommendations, and restrictions in an effort to 
keep the surge from overwhelming our healthcare resources.  Non-essential travel is being discouraged.  
People who choose to gather in person should consider keeping it small, short and outdoors.  
 
I want to thank the people of Douglas County for continuing to do their part to slow the spread of this virus. 
Restrictions designed to protect our vulnerable populations have devastated many of our small businesses 
and their employees.   The County has helped where we can, including a Small Business grant program that 
has assisted 65 local businesses and a jobs training program for residents who have lost their job due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.   
 
Douglas County has seen an outpouring of support from nonprofit partners and local businesses stepping up 
to provide aid and services to the growing number of people in need during this public health emergency.   
Citizens have volunteered their time in many ways.  Some volunteered at the community center providing 
food and other essential services to isolated seniors and those in quarantine.  Others volunteered to facilitate 
voting in an unprecedented election process to carry on our democracy during a global pandemic.   
 
I am also very proud of the employees of this great organization.  COVID-19 has brought many challenges 
that have required quickly adapting how we work with new safety measures while still staying focused on 
delivering quality public service to our residents, visitors and businesses.  To those working on-call and in 
public safety will likely be working during the holidays, I thank you for your service.   
 
Let us continue to support local businesses.  Our small shops and restaurants are essential to the charm and 
character of our community.  Many have been impacted disproportionality in our economy.  They need our 
patronage now more than ever.  Remember them this holiday season.   
As this year ends, there is hope in the form of multiple safe and effective vaccines.  This week, Douglas 
County received our first batch of vaccines for distribution to front line healthcare providers.  Private 
partners such as Walgreens and CVS are distributing vaccines to nursing home residents and their caregivers.  
Over the coming weeks and months, more vaccines will follow until they are readily available for all who 
want them.  I am hopeful that 2021 will be the year the world beats COVID-19.     
This season is about our faith, our family, our friends, and our gratitude.  Even if you are not able to share the 
holidays with your loved ones, remember to reach out to them.  Call them.  Zoom them (that’s new in 2020).  
However you can, let them know you are there for them. Coming together may by necessity look different 
this year.  But now more than ever we should cherish and cultivate those bonds.   
 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
Patrick  
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